
Welcome to the December issue of your 

newsletter! 

I seem to recall that this time last year I was expressing  

confidence in the hopes of a return to normality by the 

time that the summer of 2021 arrived. Well, whether you 

managed to achieve that or not, we may never know, but I 

do hope that each and every member made the very best 

that she or he could, of the 

challenging conditions that 

prevailed. 

Meanwhile, to bring an end to our 

year, we have our latest 

newsletter and I trust that you all notice a significant change at the head of every 

page. In our last newsletter we had a glimpse of the orange-background logo 

which will be used on smocks and for pin/lapel badges. In this issue you see the 

logo which we can now all use on our  business paperwork. 

In total, there are  seven versions of this logo, four of them being generic and 

stating the words “Register of Professional Turners”, while the remaining three 

are the “Registered” version, bearing the slightly different wording of “Registered 

Professional Turner”, and these three are ideal for use on your personal smocks 

and advertising literature. In brief, the generic device advertises the RPT, whereas the Registered device 

advertises you! Do please use this new logo at every opportunity. We can all benefit from the raising of 

the RPT’s profile, so use the resources that have been prepared for you and, whenever you use your 

name in a professional context, place the RPT post nominal letters after your name. After all, you 

developed your career to become an accredited professional turner, so let people know that you are a 

member of this prestigious group. 

You will find all seven versions on our new website, at this address, https://

www.registerofprofessionalturners.co.uk/dashboard, from where they can be downloaded as you wish. 
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Some committee news.  

 

Since our new committee was formed, under the leadership of 

our chair, the RPT secretary has been Dave Wilcox, but he, 

rather sadly for us, has had to resign due to personal 

commitments. We thank Dave for his work and for the insights 

that he brought to committee meetings, especially when we 

were discussing the tricky issue of RPT insurance, for which his 

background knowledge proved very pertinent and valuable. 

Dave’s place on the committee will be taken by George Shapland 

and we look forward to working with him. 

 

 

Elsewhere in this edition… 

• There is news from Wizardry in Wood and an interesting insight into the relationships between The 

Company and the RPT, both articles kindly submitted by Christopher Scott, the Chair of the Howe 

Committee. 

• Our Chair poses her thoughts on the questions that members of the public sometimes ask about our 

work. Jay also discusses committee news, reflects on Wizardry in Wood and looks forward to next 

year’s Annual General Meeting. 

• We have our usual brief interview with a new member, this time it is Dennis Wake from Hartlepool, 

who also brings us news of his recent training workshops funded by a grant from the European 

Social Fund. 

• We say a fond “Farewell” to Alex Robinson, the outgoing Honorary Treasurer of the RPT, and a quick 

“Hello” to Iain Nacnaughton, who will take his place. 

• News of the AWGB’s Virtual Seminar, held on-line recently 

• The imminent opening of the application process for QEST funding. 

 

All that leaves is for me, on behalf of your committee, to wish you a happy, peaceful 

Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

 

Les Symonds RPT...Newsletter Editor 
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Your December Newsletter 

Our new Secretary, George Shapland RPT 



 

Christopher Scott, Chair of the Howe 

Committee, looks at the relationship between 

ourselves and  

The Worshipful Company of Turners. 
 

 

CLOSE COUSINS:  THE REGISTER AND THE COMPANY 

The Register of Professional Turners and the Worshipful Company of Turners enjoy being joined at the hip, but 

they’re quite separate entities. 

   

The Company has been supporting the craft of turning even before 

it gained its Royal Charter in 1604.  For example, on 22 October 

1479 ‘the good men of the mystery of Tourners’ petitioned the Lord 

Mayor of London that certain rules for regulating the craft be 

approved, including making sure drinking vessels were turned to 

the correct dimensions.  Good to know that turners cared about a 

good drink even then! 

Rolling forward five hundred years, we begin to see the formation 

of the RPT.  It was a gradual process, starting in November 1978.  

Malcolm Cobb, Secretary of the group of turners who met for the annual Craft Meeting, and Past Master of the 

Company Felix Levy, met with a group of working turners and in due course the Craft Meeting and Annual Meeting 

of these turners happened at the same time, as it does today. 

In 1982 the Court of the Company agreed that these turners could describe themselves as being on the ‘Register of 

the Worshipful Company of Turners’.  A year later the Company appointed six assessors who would vet candidates 

for the register which the Clerk of the Company maintained.  The register was first published in March 1984 with 15 

names, rising to 62 just three years later.   

During the next decade, the Company gradually passed the running of the register to the members themselves, and 
in 1999 decided it needed a constitution of its own.  RPT members approved this in 2002 and today the RPT is 
independent of the Company.  Some people are members of both and if you’re interested in joining the Company, 
the Clerk would be happy to tell you more clerk@turnersco.com.  
So when you’re next in the pub telling people that turners used to produce their drinking vessels, you can try telling 

them when the RPT was formed.  Like the occasional pub quiz question, the answer is ‘it depends’.  You can choose 

between 1978 when the idea was first discussed, or 1984 when a register of names was first published, or 2002 

when the constitution was approved. 

Today, the RPT’s new website rightly champions its strapline ‘Quality and Excellence Assured’, carrying on what the 

Company was doing way back in the fifteenth century.  The website also says the RPT is ‘supported by the 

Worshipful Company of Turners’ and that’s very true.  The RPT is represented on the Company’s Howe Committee 

(its craft committee), and the Company still does the RPT’s accounts.  So the two are still very much joined at the 

hip.       

Christopher Scott, Chair to the Howe Committee. 

The RPT and 

The 

Worshipful 

Company 
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A look back at an 

amazing event! 
 

WIZARDRY IN WOOD 

Over a thousand people visited the landmark 

exhibition ‘Wizardry in Wood’ in October.  It’s 

been held every four years since 2004 when 

the Worshipful Company of Turners launched 

the show to mark 400 years since they 

received their Royal Charter. 

Carpenters’ Hall in the City of London was the 

venue for this extravaganza of all things 

‘turning’.  The Lord Mayor opened 

proceedings accompanied by a fanfare by 

musicians from the Guildhall School of Music and Drama on the Turners’ Consort of instruments.   

Exhibitions ranged from turning musical instruments to turning in pre-history; from education and training for 

turners to competitions for all levels of skill; from demonstrations of plain turning, pole lathe turning and 

ornamental turning to exhibitions of work by fourteen leading turners.  The AWGB also brought their travelling 

exhibition of pieces and there was a retrospective of the work of Master Turner Ray Key.  Daily curated talks 

expanded on these themes, as well as covering niche subjects such as turning bells, and using rose engine turning 

in bank note production. And a raffle of beautiful turned pieces raised over £6,000 for the Turners’ Charity.   

The RPT was represented with a stand of its own displaying pieces that all members had been invited to submit, 

and plain turning was admirably demonstrated by RPT members Martin Saban Smith, Pete Moncrieff-Jury and Paul 

Hannaby.    

The Worshipful Company of Turners is already gearing up for the next Wizardry in Wood which will be in 2024 or 

2025.  Watch this space! 

 

My thanks to Christopher Scott for that summary of 

Wizardry in Wood. Thanks also go to Martin Saban Smith 

for giving us access to a 

wealth of images of the 

event. It would be 

impossible to single out 

specific photos as there 

are so many to choose 

from, but if you follow this link to Martin’s  photo gallery you’ll certainly get a 

good feel for just how successful the event was. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/dCYHdtFzevi2DkzE8  

Wizardry 

 in  

Wood 
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A word from 

the Chair! 
 
 

 
Questions, Questions, Questions 

 
Whilst at Wizardry this October, I over-heard a conversation (several actually) 
but this snatched snippet started thus:- 
 
“Wow! Look at that amazing piece!” 
“I know; fantastic isn’t it”   
“I wonder how they did it” 
 
Not an uncommon question and no doubt we have all seen pieces of woodturning and asked ‘How was 
that achieved?” Curious though, that I did not hear a word about the item’s beauty, form, creativity, 
message. I have noted that when the question of how is it made is asked of a piece of wood turning, its 
puzzling method of creation is sometimes perceived as the pinnacle of our art and craft; that some 
mysterious level has been attained akin to a secret hand-shake. 
 
This question however, strikes me as being the wrong one to ask. With time, patience and perfect practice 
most of us can all be technicians of our craft, but can we all be artists? Would it not be more interesting 
and wider-reaching to ask ‘how did they even think to do that? What was the provocation? Why did they 
do that?  What does it say about a piece of work when the mind of the viewer wants to delve inside the 
mind of the maker? Consider the two paintings below. Both contain skulls; one by Pablo Picasso and the 
other by Pieter Claesz, but both very different depictions. What was on the mind of these two makers? 
What were they wanting to convey or achieve? I wonder what thoughts they conjure for you and how and 
what words you would use to compare them. 
 
 

Recently, I watched a woodturning presentation by Jacques Vesery - he creates some of the most 
wonderful pieces of artwork borne on a piece of turned wood. 
 
He discussed his method of pyro-carving and the use and application of acrylic paint. When he applies 
paint and texture to different turned items, they become pieces of wonder; pieces to ask ‘why did he think 
to do that?’ From where do these ideas germinate? But for me, one of the most striking things to come 
from his presentation was this: he believes that his “art and sculpture is not about the wood. It’s not about 
what it is made of or how it is made. It is so important to think beyond the lathe; beyond the material and 
to think like this will mean that you will look at things in a different light and not allow the wood to drive 
what you do” Gosh! Powerful and challenging stuff to hear for someone like me who thinks working with 
wood is a privilege and trying to perfect a turning technique is a joyous journey and not just a goal - even 
when I am sanding a bead into submission.    

The Chair’s 

Report 
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All of the above however, is just to get you in the mood - stimulate 
us all into asking ourselves some challenging questions because, 
early next year, your committee will be asking you some of these.  
 
But first, ponder two facts:- 
 

1) Only seven members submitted items to the RPT members exhibition table at Wizardry. 
 
2)  Since 2013, the attendance at our AGM and craft meetings is approximately 21% of membership. In 
some years the attendance has been as low as 18%. It might have appeared more than this due to the 
fact that many members of the Worshipful Company of Turners support this event. Indeed, it is the 
Turners’ Company which very generously hosts our AGM. 
 
The most prevalent reasons given for non-attendance by RPT members are: cost of travel to London, time 
of travel to London and leaving the workshop for full, working day/s. This is wholly understandable and 
your committee has even pondered the merits, or otherwise, of every few years, holding the AGM in a 
more northerly venue. This to me seems like a really good idea - to make the AGM more accessible to 
more/different members. 
 
But why would we do this and incur a much greater cost to the RPT, when our last craft meeting, which 
was held via Zoom, had only 29 RPT members attend? No travel costs, no time spent traveling no 
expenses incurred, no travel fatigue, just, at most, 2 hours spent having a working lunch at your computer. 
This question is not posed in an accusatory tone, it is a genuine, polite enquiry into how the RPT can best 
serve the membership so that more members have the desire to participate and have more engagement 
in future RPT initiatives.  
 
As you can see - we need to ask ourselves some difficult questions…  
 
With huge reluctance, Dave Willcocks has stepped down from your committee. With his increasing 
personal commitments, he felt that he could no longer do justice to the position of secretary. Your 
committee will miss Dave as he always offered a different perspective to committee discussions. We all 
wish Dave heaps of good luck and good health for the future. 
 
With open arms we welcome to the position of secretary George Shapland. George brings with him 
secretarial experience from at least two different committees, so he knows what to expect! I will leave 
George to introduce himself in a future edition of Orbit. 
 
Our next AGM and craft meeting will be held on Wednesday the 23rd of March 2022. At the moment 
Saddlers Hall in London is booked but, due to the ever-changing status of the pandemic, a decision about 
whether the AGM will be in person or via Zoom will be made at our next committee meeting on the 11th of 
January 2022. Thankfully last March, our speaker was booked with this in mind so will be presenting via 
Zoom whatever the situation.  

 
Our speaker will be Dr Seri C. Robinson who will be delivering her talk from Oregon USA. This will be at 
an unearthly hour in the morning for she, which could be a first for the RPT - a presenter still in pyjamas!  
Dr Robinson has undertaken a huge amount of research into spalted timber and the extraction of 
pigments from fungi. These pigments are archival and present very exciting opportunities in the future for 
colouring various materials - including wood. She is a professor of wood anatomy at Oregon State 
University and “an avid woodturner”. Her book “Spalting 101” is a very interesting read. So too is the 
website www.northernspalting.com. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the meeting whether it be in-person or via Zoom. 
 
“Learn the rules like a pro, so you can break them like an artist.”  
― Pablo Picasso  
 
Jay Heryet - Chair 
jayheryet@gmail.com 

The Chair’s 

Report 

(Continued) 
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Our newest member, 

Dennis Wake, responds to 

our usual questions. 
 

 

New  

Member 
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A.     What do you hope to gain by becoming a member of the Register of 
Professional Turners? 
  By joining the RPT I feel that I can make a difference 

with the training methods that I use with novice turners. I am 

currently tutoring “Back to Work” six-day woodturning sessions 

for people who are suffering with mental-health issues. Two of my 

students were hearing impaired and with the use of a signing 

translator, I was able to deliver an introduction to woodturning. 

 
 
B.     In what way do you feel the RPT can benefit from your membership? 
  I would be happy to share with the members, my 

experiences and methods for adapting and customising lathes for 

teaching hearing impaired and disabled students. 

 
 

 
C.      What do you feel has been your finest 
achievement in the field of woodturning? 
  My finest achievement has 

been in the tutoring of hearing impaired 

people, as mentioned above, with the 

use of a signing translator. On a lighter 

note, some of my turned items have 

travelled 18km vertically, into outer-

space when they were used by aerospace 

graduates from Teesside University! 

 

 
 
 

D.     …and what is your finest achievement outside the field of woodturning? 
  I am a Falklands Veteran, having been posted 

there with the Royal Navy in 1982, as a part of a one-

thousand-strong task force, to recover the islands from the 

invading, Argentinian forces. 

 

 

 

E.      What changes, if any, would you like to see in the RPT? 
  None that I can think of at the moment. 



New RPT member, Dennis Wake, has 

used his European Social Fund (ESF) 

grant to help disadvantaged students 

regain their confidence through 

experiencing woodturning. 

 

Dennis tells me that through his own experiences as a woodturner, he discovered the therapeutic benefits of his  

former hobby and new profession. So much so that he eventually took a decision to enable other people to share in 

those benefits, to which end he was successful in securing a grant from the European Social Fund, which enabled 

him to run several six-day training courses. 

Dennis developed his hobby with a considerable degree of support 

from the Association of Woodturners of Great Britain ( the AWGB), 

firstly attending their “Demonstrator Training” course with Dave 

Atkinson, then a “Tree to Bowl” course with Mark Hancock, and 

finally working his way through the “Let’s Teach Turning” 

coursework, culminating in his successful assessment at Andy 

Rounthwaite’s workshop. So, with all the background work done, 

Dennis secured his grant and premises at Hartlepool Enterprise 

Centre, from where he could put his plan into operation.  

Over the last year or so, Dennis has run eight courses, each of six-days duration, 

and each of which has been attended by people experiencing difficulties in 

securing employment because of mental and/or physical health issues. What 

Dennis reports to us is a consistent thread through the course outcomes, of 

attendees building their confidence, not only in their interactions with himself and 

with other attendees, but also through the quality of the items that they produced 

while turning. 

As wonderful and as encouraging 

as the results were, Dennis was 

mindful of the need to make them 

more long-lasting and more 

widely available, so to that end, 

he has opened a woodturning 

club within the training workshop 

in Hartlepool, so that both former 

attendees and new students can 

reap the benefits that he first 

encountered a few years ago. 

I’m sure you’ll all join me in 

congratulating Dennis on his efforts 

and we look forward to hearing further 

news from his training workshop in 

Hartlepool. 

 
 

The Healing 

Power of 

Turning 
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Alex Robertson 

The outgoing Clerk to the Worshipful Company 

of Turners and Honorary Treasurer for the 

Register of Professional Turners 

 
 

Those of us who have direct dealings with The Worshipful Company of Turners, and those who attend the 

AGM may have met Alex at some point, although I suspect that few of us will appreciate the extent of the 

work that Alex has put in to his joint roles as Clerk to the Worshipful Company of Turners, and more 

pertinently to us as the Honorary Treasurer to the Register of Professional Turners.  Being treasurer to an 

organisation such as ours is one of those posts which few people give much thought to, nor do they 

appreciate the volume of work undertaken, let alone consider the burden of responsibility that such 

office brings. Alex has recently retired from the post 

and his duties will in future be carried out by Niall 

Macnaughton, who we look forward to working with. 

Meanwhile, at the recent Wizardry in Wood event, the 

RPT made a presentation to Alex of a turned wooden 

box made by our former Chair, John Boyne Aitken. I 

think you’ll all agree that this was a wonderfully 

complex item which fittingly showcases the skills of 

such a long-established RPT member and makes an 

ideal presentation gift to Alex to mark our 

appreciation of his efforts. The gift was also 

accompanied by a Certificate to formally mark the 

occasion. 

A  Very 

Special 

Presentation 

The RPT is supported by The Worshipful Company of Turners                       9 



 

The 2021 AWGB 

Virtual Seminar 

 
Held over two days in mid November, the AWGB bravely 

stepped out of recent tradition and, born of necessity through 

Covid restrictions held their annual Seminar as an on-line, 

virtual event. A key element of the seminar was the live 

demonstrations provided by twelve internationally known 

woodturners and I’m delighted to report that four of our very 

own members were amongst them; namely (and 

alphabetically by surname) Mary Ashton, Chris Fisher, 

Margaret Garrard and Jay Heryet. 

Each demonstrator had an allocated time-slot within a tight 

schedule, the whole event running as two-hour demos 

throughout each day, from the opening address right through 

to closing on the second night at 10:00 pm. 

In your next issue of “Orbit”, we hope to bring you a report 

from one of the demonstrators. 

 

Applications for funding from QEST (the Queen 

Elizabeth Scholarship Trust) can be submitted from 

10th January to 14th February 2022. 

 

The level of funding available can be quite 

substantial, with grants of up to £18,000 towards 

education and training for excellence in British 

Craft. 

You can find further information here… 

https://www.qest.org.uk/ 

AWGB 

News 
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