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AGM AND CRAFT MEETING

AN INTRODUCTION FROM YOUR NEW CHAIRMAN
As your new Chairman I
would like to introduce
myself. I am John
Boyne-Aitken, otherwise
known as The Bowler
Hatted Turner. Apart
from a spell in the armed
forces I have worked
with wood all of my adult
life and I was accepted
onto the Register of
Professional Turners in
2009.

I am mindful that a professional organisation should
be looking out for the best interests of its members
and to this end I will be introducing a few changes
to the Register, but also preserving those values

As I am sure you all know we had the RPT AGM and Craft Meeting at Skinners’ Hall on April 26th. The
committee was re-elected; Guy Ravine, Gregory Moreton and Steven Cooper for one year only, and Phil
Greenwood, Gary Renouf and Patricia Spero for a further three years. John Aitken and Andy Fortune
were also elected to the Committee for three years and, as Guy Ravine has stood down from the
Chairmanship, John Aitken was elected, by the committee, as the new Chairman.
The members present also voted to accept the new constitution, but were against the idea of Associate
Membership.
In the morning session there was a very interesting talk by Gabor Lacko, about his life in woodturning, after
which John Aitken gave a short presentation to show members the changes and improvements he would
like to see made to the running of the RPT. After a very good buffet lunch Jonathon Cuff, who, with Shirley
Sinclair, has created the Daniel Collection, explained to us how he and his wife choose the pieces for the
Collection, and how he photographs them.
Unfortunately there were not many members at the meeting, and it would be interesting to know why you
did not come to it. There was a suggestion that we start the meeting an hour later, at 12pm, as this should
make the train fares cheaper. We would be very interested to have your opinions about this. Please let
us know what you think:

contact John Aitken at johnbaitken@hotmail.com
or Patricia Spero at patricia.spero @btinternet.com

that we hold dear to us, namely the quality and
continuation of our craft. I am also aware that, for
the RPT to be a success, we need to provide our
members with value for their membership fees.
I have approached Ian Wallace from Craft
Insurance, and explained that, as professional
turners, our accident risk is lower than hobby
turners. They have, therefore, agreed to provide
members of the RPT with an enhanced insurance
cover at a reduced premium. This is an
arrangement exclusive to our members; the fine
details have yet to be agreed but it should be in
place by the time you read this.
The new committee has been formed and we are
grateful to Guy Ravine, Greg Moreton and Stephen
Cooper for giving us a handover period before they



WIZARDRY IN WOOD

Supported by the Worshipful Company of Turners

finally step down from their marathon length of time
serving our membership. I would like to thank them
for their commitment to the RPT over the last few
years.
I will be co-opting some new committee members
in due course and, as a committee, we will be
setting the course on which to guide the RPT for
the next few years. We will deal with the day to day
running of the Register but we will also be calling on
members to give assistance as and when the need
arises.
I already have a list, given to me by our members,
of some of the things they would like to see
developed for our mutual benefit, but I am happy to
have more suggestions. If you wish to pass on any
positive ideas, then please email me at the address E-mail: johnbaitken@hotmail.co.uk

Wizardry in Wood 2016 will be held from the 12th to 15th October at Carpenters’ Hall, Throgmorton Avenue,
London EC2N 2JJ. This will be an exhibition of over 25 of the UK’s top Turners (many in the RPT, of
course), with displays from ‘Kew’ in the City, and The Daniel Collection. There will also be an RPT stand
with which the Committee will require assistance. More details in the next newsletter.
There will also be a Turning Competition on Tuesday 11th October. This is open to everyone and the rules
of the various sub-classes are on the Worshipful Company of Turners website.

http://www.turnersco.com/turning-competitions-2016/
It would be wonderful if every member of the RPT would produce at least one entry. Competition items
will remain on display throughout the week, and can be offered for sale if you wish. The 2014 competition
was very well attended, and many of the pieces were sold, so it is a good opportunity to show off your work,
even if you do not win a prize.

FACEBOOK
Andy Fortune has started a Facebook and a Forum page for the RPT.

The general page is www.facebook.com/registerofprofessionalturners

The Forum page is www.facebook.com/groups/991669447555191 or by searching on Facebook for RPT
Members Forum.
Anyone can ‘Like’ or post to the general register page, but the forum page is only for RPT members. If
any members do not wish to have their work publicised on social media, they can opt-out.

INSTAGRAM
There is also now the opportunity to be on Instagram. Any member can post an image, and description,
price or any other info that they want to include. Please send it by email to:

www.tunersworkshop.co.uk

below.
As a professional body we need to move forward
with the times whilst still protecting and preserving
our history.
The Worshipful Company of Turners allows us to
wear part of their Coat of Arms as our emblem, and
we should feel proud that we have earned that right
through the skill and professionalism of our
members. Wood turning has evolved throughout
the ages and will continue to change. The RPT is
just one of those changes; it is an organisation that
others aspire to join and, with your help, this ancient
craft of ours will continue to develop and move
forward and the Register of Professional Turners
will be at its helm.



TURNING AND TAX
Here is a very interesting piece, which Richard Shock has written, about Turning and Tax. We would
advise all members to read it, as there might be some tax implication that you are not aware of.
I hope this article may be useful in the light of our
new chairman’s statement at the AGM that he’d
like help for RPT members in their businesses, to
be one of the benefits of membership.
They say that taxes are always with us. Sad, but
true. HMRC (Her Majesty's Revenue and
Customs) look at all tax returns – including those
of makers whose work they see displayed -
checking for declarations of income and
subsequent tax payment. Unlike investigating
major tax fraud, it's not a huge part of their activity,
as they are well aware that most makers don't
make much money, so 20% of not very much is …
not very much - but it does happen. This article is
intended to be useful clarification for any RPT
members wondering about these things.
Any individual with income from making items
should declare themselves as Self-Employed and
apply to HMRC for self-assessment (now easily
done on-line). Income from making is added to
that from any simultaneous employment, and other
income such as pensions, interest etc and income
tax will be levied on the excess over a threshold
(£11,000 in the 2016/17 tax year).
If you receive a tax return request you must
complete and return it even if you think
that your income is below the threshold; if your
income is below this level for long enough, HMRC
are likely to ask you to stop sending returns.
Turnover is any money that you get by way of
selling work, irrespective of whether it’s 100 stair
spindles or a finely crafted one-off bowl, plus any
teaching, demonstrating or similar fees. However
your taxable income is less than your turnover
because you have expenses, and the good news
is that it's income and not turnover that is taxed.
The other good news is that lots of things can be
counted as legitimate expenses, necessary for the
running of your craft activities. That includes (in
no particular order and probably not exhaustive):

• cost of raw materials, obviously -
especially wood;
• consumables eg abrasives, glues,
polishes, lacquers;
• insurance (public and product liability
and any other insurance related to your
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business or your workshop);
• equipment (items under the Annual
Investment Allowance, currently £200,000,
except cars, can be deducted in one year -
with any excess unclaimed carried forward
over that amount on a sliding scale over
several years). For these purposes,
equipment such as lathes comes under
“Plant and Machinery” while the other
element of capital expenditure is Buildings,
ie workshops, where different rules apply;
HMRC should be consulted;
• electricity, but if you work from home
be ready to prove how much of your
household electricity went into your
workshop - you won't need a separate
meter, estimates should be fine, but
reasonable and defensible;
• marketing costs eg web site
expenses (hosting and design if you pay
someone else to do it), flyers;
• exhibition fees (which I classify
under marketing) and gallery commissions;
• membership fees for relevant
professional associations, which will include
RPT;
• if you use a room in your home as
your office, a reasonable proportion of
council tax (but be careful, that may not be
worth much in reducing your income tax
liability and may mean that your house is no
longer solely your place of residence, with
possible capital gains tax implications when
you sell it);
• rent of workshop;
• administration costs;
• cost of any training courses you've
been on which are relevant to your turning
business;
• mileage related to your work eg
driving to and from demonstrations or
customers. There are complex rules but it
simplifies everything if you reckon it at 45p
per mile.
• Your time is NOT an allowable
expense as, however valuable it is to you, it
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has only a notional value;
• Work lost at or stolen from an
exhibition is NOT an allowable expense –
I've tried!
• It is unclear (not just to me when I
looked it up but there is a lot of
interpretation by HMRC) whether grants
and bursaries are taxable. If in doubt, add
them to your income but ask HMRC for
clarification on whether they form part of
your taxable income;
• HMRC can, and do, carry out spot
checks. They are entitled to ask, at short
notice, for proof of all claimed expenses for
six previous tax years, so do keep receipts
for that long. If selected for checking you
may be asked to prove that each and every
expense that you claimed was not only
genuinely spent, but was spent directly in
relation to your turning business.

Keeping a record on a day to day basis makes it
easy at year end to find the figure to go in your tax
return. Being computer-literate does help, as a
spreadsheet can enable you to see at a glance
what's happening and to compare different years.
Another thing to be aware of in all this is that,
unless you're over State Pension age, you may
become liable to pay National Insurance
Contributions (NICs) in order to build up benefit
entitlements. This applies even if you're already
paying National Insurance on income from paid
employment. There are two NICs contributions you
may be liable to pay:

• Class 2: £2.80 per week in the
2016/17 tax year. It must be paid only if
your profit from turning is over a certain
threshold, £5,965 in the 2016/17 tax year;
otherwise you should request an exemption
– which is easy to get. You can also get a
refund if you pay the contributions and
subsequently find that your income is below
the threshold;
• Class 4 : A person with self-

employment income exceeding £8,060 pa
is currently liable to pay 9% of the excess
of the income over that threshold plus 2%
of any profit over £43,000.

• If this all seems complicated, I
apologize, but this is one of those areas
where the explanation is often more
complicated than the reality. However, it is
a legal requirement to keep records and to
declare appropriate income and it's pretty
easy to keep the required records, which
anyway provide the best record of how your
turning business is doing.
• Please do note that I'm not an expert
in these matters, so you should consult an
accountant or discuss with HMRC if any
clarification is needed.
• All this applies to makers who trade
as individuals. If you have set up a
company completely different rules apply
and you should definitely consult an
accountant if you haven't already done so
as part of the process of setting up your
company.

Finally, do consider that that nice person collecting
business cards at an exhibition is probably an
aficionado of quality craftsmanship and wants to
keep note for when they need to buy presents, but
just maybe …..the tax man cometh!

Richard Shock
May 2016

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEWSLETTER
Please let me have your articles or news for inclusion in the JULY Newsletter by the first week of July. This
could be any item that you think would be of interest to other RPT members, about forthcoming exhibitions
or any aspect of turning.

Email to: patricia.spero@btinternet.com
Patricia Spiro - Honorary Newsletter Editor

DWP (Department of Work and Pensions) have a
helpline - 0300 200 3500 - which I've found
excellent in helping me through the maze (if you
phone them have your National Insurance number
to hand).
I haven't even mentioned the dreaded VAT, but the
rules are complex and anyway this doesn't come
into play until your turnover exceeds £83,000 per
year, so, with regret, it's outside my experience.


