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LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN
The first hurdle I had to face since taking over as chairman was a committee
meeting. This is where I would lay out my ideas, and suggestions for change, to
your representatives; otherwise known as the committee.

One of the first things we voted on as a committee was the post of Vice-
Chairman, and I am happy to announce that Philip Greenwood has taken up this
position. Philip has also taken up the position of membership secretary. We are
working closely together and so please feel free to contact Philip on any issue,
as indeed you can contact any member of the committee.

We had a very amiable and productive first committee meeting and we have
started mapping out the direction in which to steer the Register of Professional
Turners over the coming months. No organisation can expect to survive if it does
not move forward with the times; therefore we have started a Facebook page, or
two to be exact. The first is an open page where we can post images of our work

and let members of the public see the type of things that the RPT members produce. This needs your
participation to succeed. So those of you that have a Facebook account, and regularly add posts, please
do a link to the RPT site too.

The second Facebook page is a closed page; only members of the RPT can see its content. This was set
up as a communication tool between turners. Here we can pass comments and ideas, advice or even how
to find a certain woodturning club in the sticks; anything that we would possibly talk about if we were face
to face, but all with the confidence that only we can see it. Thanks for this are due to Andy Fortune who
has set it up for us. Andy also sits on the committee as the media co-ordinator and will take over as the
webmaster from Greg Moreton on completion of the handover. Andy is sorting out a guide to using
Facebook for those of us that are not savvy with this modern method of communication.

I am also pleased to announce that Richard Findley has started an Instagram account on our behalf. This
is open to all genres of turners; artistic as well as production turners. It is there to showcase the diversity
that our members have. Richard told me he needs a good quality photo of the item you wish to show,
noting if it is for sale or not and, if so, the price. He needs your contact details and website/email address
and any background information about the piece, timber, finish etc. and he will do the rest. Although
Richard is not a committee member he is still putting a lot of work into this and his efforts should be
rewarded by our participation. (Incidentally, he attracts 14,000 followers on Instagram).

I also received a suggestion from another of our members that we could start an online gallery for sales
along the lines of the Del Mano gallery. I thought this could be a good idea but having no experience of
this I have now asked a better placed, and qualified, RPT member to carry out a feasibility study exploring
the possibilities.

At the craft meeting I said I would be sourcing courses that we, as professionals could use to maintain or
update our skill base. A modern term for this is CPD and I intend to deliver this. (Definition: CPD stands
for Continuing Professional Development. It refers to the process of tracking and documenting the skills,
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knowledge and experience that you gain both formally and informally as you work, beyond any initial
training.) To this end I am in the process of arranging a one day course on gold leafing. This course (or
courses, if the interest is there) can be run from anywhere in the country, the price has yet to be fixed but
would be approximately £60 per head. It includes working with real gold leaf, hence the price. I would like
those members who would like to attend such a course to please get in touch with me and express your
interest.

In a similar vein, Philip Greenwood is sourcing a first aid course. Again, expressions of interest would be
appreciated but bear in mind that current regulations are changing and those of us that hold turning classes
will all be expected to have first aid cover in the future. Prices for this are yet to be fixed but they will be
approximately £83 per head. As all these courses are classed as CPD they should all be tax deductible.
We will be exploring other subjects to run courses on in the future and if you have any suggestions I would
be happy to have them. Please see the notes about the courses.

We are offering these courses, and those in the future as a benefit of membership, although you have to
pay for them they are at a seriously reduced rate. If however you know where this type of course can be
found at a cheaper rate please let me know.

As a professional organisation it is my intention that we will lead the way for others of our craft, starting
with enhanced skills and knowledge. We will be further developing the Professional image of the RPT ,as
time goes by and we are currently looking at updating the leaflets, amongst other things. This professional
image will extend to those manning RPT stands in the future. Agreed by the committee, it was decided
that our turning smocks are workshop wear and should only be worn when turning or demonstrating; from
now on if you are helping man one of our stands, and you are not turning, please wear smart attire. We
cannot expect to enhance our image of professionalism if we do not appear professional; your help in this
will be appreciated by all those who strive to uphold that part of our name that is so important.

Although it is not normal to report back on committee meetings to the membership, I just thought I would
let you know some of the things that had been discussed and decided on at the first meeting that I chaired.
Apart from the normal bits such as minutes and agreements etc, we had the financial report from the Hon.
Treasurer and an estimated budget for the coming year was agreed. I understand this had not been done
in previous years but from now on it will be done every year and reviewed regularly throughout each 12
month period. A new expenses claim procedure has been implemented. It is not enough, in a professional
organisation, for the expenses to be claimed correctly - they must be seen to be claimed correctly; hopefully
the new system will achieve this. Also on the subject of finance, a mileage allowance for committee
members using their own cars has been set. You will be pleased to learn that this has been set lower than
the previous level, for the time being.

The constitution wording was altered to reflect the changes agreed during the AGM. Also a website project
was set up to move the website to the Turners’ Company server. The handover period should be completed
within two months and this will allow Greg to finally cut the shackles of the website. We then have plans,
already drawn up, to carry out some website alterations which will, once again, help with the smooth and
efficient running of the RPT, which in turn will serve to enhance the Professionalism we all strive for.

I can report that all the forms currently in use are undergoing scrutiny and those felt to be failing are being
altered so that they are better fit for purpose. It was agreed that we should purchase two pull up banners
to help advertise the RPT and the services that we can offer. ( Anyone that was/is a graphic artist please
get in touch). We also have someone looking at rules for emeritus status should we wish to introduce this
for senior retired members.

We are also exploring how we can promote the toolrest RPT badge as a mark of quality. This will be
reported on in due course.

All in all I feel that your new committee has got off to a good start, we have already made some changes
and altered one or two things to enable the smoother running of the Register. As I sit writing this I have just
sent out dates for the next committee meeting and would be happy to include items from members on the
agenda. Please send them to me for consideration.



UK AND IRELAND WOODTURNING SYMPOSIUM
18/19 JUNE 2016. A report by Philip Greenwood
The UKIWS is a new entrant to the woodturning
scene. The first symposium was held in the
Coventry Hilton Hotel. I was one of three RPT
members demonstrating at this symposium, the
others being Chairman John Boyne-Aitken and
Gregory Moreton. We each performed a 1 hour
public demonstration and a 2 hour master class,
and they were very much enjoyed by the
attendees.

The Register of Professional Turners was given a
free stand at the symposium, which we manned all
the time. A big thank you must go to the UKIWS
organizers Martin, Mike, Steve and Rob for asking
us to attend. Peter Gibson represented the
Worshipful Company of Turners, and the Master of

the Company, Nic Somers, was also present.

This new event and was clearly enjoyed by the
public. Around 15 trade stands attended and seem
to trade well, as a large amount of goods were
carried away by the public. Everyone felt that the
atmosphere was very warm and welcoming.

Was this a success for the RPT ? I would have to
say that, judging by the number of people looking at
our stand and the questions they asked, the
answer was definitely “yes”.

No other RPTmembers attended this event but, as
the organisers intent to repeat it in 2017, we look
forward to seeing many of you on future occasions.
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Expressions of interest are required for attendance
on a gold leafing course. On this course, the
participants would receive tuition in the process of
oil gilding, using gold-leaf and other metals. A brief
look at antiquing and distressed finishes would
also be covered. Oil gilding, as an introduction, is

GOLD LEAFING COURSES
a great way to learn and any further interest could
be developed later. In the future other courses
could be run to include water gilding. Please reply
to the Chairman by emailing
johnbaitken@hotmail.co.uk These courses are
expected to cost £60 per head, approx.

FIRST AID COURSES
Philip Greenwood is organising first aid courses.
The cost of these will be £83 approx and can be
run at various places across the country. Please
get in touch with Philip at
philip@woodturningintoart.co.uk to express your

interest. These are basic first aid courses that will
give requisite skills should the need arise. Once
we can see how much interest there is we will
canvass for dates and then book a tutor.

RPT FACEBOOK PAGES A report by Andy Fortune
I was tasked, recently, by our Chairman with setting-
up an RPT Facebook page.
There are now 2 RPT pages, one is a general page
(www.facebook.com/registerofprofessionalturners)
that can be ‘Liked’ by Facebook users worldwide and
where we can promote what we all do and inform the
public about events.
The second page is a RPT members only forum
(www.facebook.com/groups/991669447555191)
where we can communicate privately, start
discussions or ask for help etc.

Although some of you may not be familiar with social
media, it is a very easy and virtually free way of
promoting the RPT and you can also set up your own
page to promote your own work (you will need to
have a personal page first)

If you would like to set up a personal page please
follow the link overleaf. If you have any difficulty and
need some help please give me a call at my
workshop on 01983 472696 or mobile 07974 240870
and I’d be happy to talk you through the process.

http://www.facebook.com/groups/991669447555191
mailto:  philip@woodturningintoart.co.uk
mailto:  johnbaitken@hotmail.co.uk
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Creating Your New Facebook Account
If you don't have a Facebook account, you can
sign up for one in a few steps:
1. Go to www.facebook.com.
2. If you see the signup form, fill out your
name, email address or phone number, password,
birthday and gender. If you don't see the form, click
Sign Up, then fill out the form.

All of our members are asked to inform the
Chairman when they become aware that one of our
number has passed away. He will then ensure that
the person’s details are removed from the website,
immediately, to prevent distress to relatives. This is

3. Click Sign Up.
Once you sign up, you'll need to confirm your email
address or phone number. They will send you
either an email or a text message to help you
confirm your account.
The easiest way to keep up to date with your
personal page or with the RPT page is to download
theApp to your smart phone, you can then easily add
pictures taken on your phone and add comments.

very important as it will save him the (very)
embarrassing task of having to write letters of
apology to their partners, as he has had to do
recently, and will also prevent the professional
image of the Register from being further eroded.

REMOVAL OF DECEASED MEMBERS’ DETAILS FROM
THE WEBSITE

THE RPT WEBSITE
Once the RPT website project has been
completed, we will be asking you to check your
links with your own website to ensure that you are

linked to the RPT website. Again, your co-
operation is appreciated in this.

WIZARDRY IN WOOD
As you will all by now be aware, the Turners’
Company’s fourth Wizardry in Wood Exhibition
will be held from the 12th to 15th October in
Carpenters’ Hall, London. 18 of the UK’s top
Turners (many in the RPT, of course), will have
individual stands, while another 8 will share a
stand. There will also be displays from the AWGB,
the Society of Ornamental Turners, the “Pole
Lathe” turners and, of course, the RPT.
This exhibition, dedicated to woodturning rather
than woodworking in general, is an amazing
opportunity to display your work and also to sell.
Members of the Register are urged to submit work
for display and sale, and also to volunteer to assist
with manning the RPT stand. Members of your
Committee will be present on various days (the
Chairman on each of the days) and they look
forward to seeing as many of you as possible -
even if you are only there as visitors to the
exhibition.
Those members who wish to display their work on
the RPT stand, but who are unable to get it to

London, should speak to a committee member for
advice. Those living in, or near, Hampshire may
deliver their exhibits to Peter Gibson, peter-h-
gibson@ntlworld.com who will arrange to deliver
the items to Carpenters’ Hall.

There will also be a number of Turning
Competitions on Tuesday 11th October. Many of
the classes are open to everyone and the detailed
rules of the various classes are on the Worshipful
Company of Turners website.
www.turnersco.com/turning-competitions-2016/

It would be wonderful if every member of the RPT
would produce at least one entry. Competition
items will remain on display throughout the week,
and can be offered for sale if you wish. The 2014
competition was very well attended, and many of
the pieces were sold, so it is a good opportunity to
show off your work, even if you do not win a prize.

http://www.turnersco.com/turning-competitions-2016/
mailto:  peter-h-gibson@ntlworld.com
mailto:  peter-h-gibson@ntlworld.com


We would like to remind you:
If you are a demonstrator, or you are teaching,
there are feed back forms which you are expected
to give to the Club or to your Pupils.
These can be downloaded from the RPT Website.
Please prefill the form with your name and details,
and also give the club, or pupil, a stamped
envelope addressed to:

FEED-BACK FORMS - A
REMINDER

NEWS

If you insure with Ian Wallace, you will now have
Public Liability of 5 million pounds, which means
you can work at any National Trust property.

Please could you let me have details of any up
and coming events, or topics that you think might
be of interest to other members. The next
Newsletter will be in September, and I would
appreciate any contributions be sent to me by the
middle of August.
Email patricia.spero@btinternet.com

I think you will agree that since the AGM things
have moved on apace. We have done quite a lot
already but more needs to be done. Your
committee is working very hard on your behalf and
there are changes afoot, all for the better we hope.
Once again we say to you that we will only
succeed with your co-operation, so please do the

things we ask you to do and then together we will
end up with an organisation that we can all be
proud of belonging to.

The Committee also want to hear your views
concerning the RPT. Are we taking it in the right
direction, for example? Letters to the Editor on any
subject would be most welcome.

Patricia Spero
Newsletter Editor
Member RPT Committee

INSURANCE

Gary Renouf RPT,
16 Portsmouth Road
Liphook
Hampshire GU30 7DJ.

These forms which must be completed and
returned to Gary, are necessary if you wish to
remain on the recommended demonstrator or tutor
list.

THE RPT COMMITTEE

Chairman
Deputy Chairman and

Membership Secretary
Newsletter Editor
Feedback Form Officer
Webmaster
Webmaster designate
Committee Members without

portfolio
Turners’ Company Member

John Boyne-Aitken
Philip Greenwood

Patricia Spero
Gary Renouf
Greg Moreton
Andy Fortune
Guy Ravine
Stephen Cooper
Peter Gibson

johnbaitken@hotmail.co.uk
philip@woodturningintoart.co.uk

patricia.spero@btinternet.com
info@gprwoodturning.co.uk
gregory@moreton.co.uk
andy@mtwoodturnery.com
gr245@hotmail.co.uk
coopercraft@o2.co.uk
peter-h-gibson@ntlworld.com
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