
As another years draws to a close, I guess that many a member of The 

Register will be busily engaged in making or selling stock, through galleries, 

craft shops, arts centres and fairs, so I wish you all well, with a busy month 

ahead and a well deserved rest at the end of it.  

I noticed, with interest and more than a little appreciative pleasure, a item 

that a major organiser of craft fairs posted on social media, showing a 

photograph of a sign on an empty sales-stand at its Winchester craft fair, 

declaring that the stall was empty because the “maker” had been evicted for attempting to sell bought-in, 

imported stock. Isn’t it heartening to know that there are organisations out there, willing to impose such 

conditions on stallholders and I’m sure that the disadvantage of having an empty pitch was more than 

compensated for by the public’s appreciation of the 

quality-assurance  controls. We need more organisers 

of this type, so well done “Craft in Focus” and here’s 

a blatant plug to their web-site … 

https://www.craftinfocus.com/  

...indeed, quality assurance and responsibility to 

Health and Safety standards should be paramount 

factors in all our work, and in this issue of the 

newsletter our Chairman deals with this very issue 

Meanwhile, for those members (myself included) who failed to make the annual pilgrimage to Harrogate 

for the North of England Woodworking & Power Tool Show, I’m pleased to say that we had a strong 

presence there and you can read a report of the event, kindly written by Philip Greenwood. 

 

The very best Compliments of the Season to you all from myself and from all of your committee 

members. A huge “Thank you” to them for the work that they do each year on our behalf and I look 

forward to meeting up with them, and with my fellow members, at the AGM and Craft Meeting in 2020. 

 

Les Symonds RPT...Newsletter Editor 
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John’s a Freeman! 
 

 

 

GREAT 

NEWS! 
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John Boyne Aitken  
awarded the Freedom by Presentation of the  

Worshipful Company  of Turners 
  

In recognition of John’s support of the Register of 
Professional Turners, the craft and of the Wor-
shipful Company of Turners, the Court of Assis-
tants has awarded John Boyne Aitken the Free-
dom, by Presentation, of the Worshipful Compa-

ny of Turners. 
  

The award of the Freedom of the Company by 
Presentation, is made to show appreciation for 

outstanding service to the Company or the 
Craft.  This award is made to a turner who is not 
already a member of the Company and who has 
made a considerable impact on the Craft of Turn-
ing over a number of years.  John’s support of the 
Company and the Register of Professional Turn-
ers over the last three years has been recognised 
by the Court of Assistants of the Turners’ Compa-
ny and it is with great pleasure that they look for-
ward to presenting him with the Freedom at their 

Court meeting on 18
th
 March 2020. 

Just as I was preparing this issue of the newsletter, I received 
the following information form Alex Robertson, Clerk to the 
Worshipful Company of Turners…... 

….I’m sure that I speak for every member of the Register 
when I state how pleased we all are and how well-deserved 

the award is.  Congratulations John! 



Setting Standards  

for our work. 
I am currently undergoing a transition in my woodturning business, dispensing with my own little shop and gallery 
and concentrating on teaching and feature-writing, whilst selling my output of turned work through a couple of local 
galleries and artists’ cooperatives, but therein lies a problem! This has seen my work being displayed alongside 
the work of others whose safety standards sometimes cause concern. I have long since been a champion of the 
cause  of the safety-conscious woodturner in my attempts to educate turners and craft workers of the dangers of 
producing un-lined candle and tea-light stands, where the candles come into direct contact with the wood. Indeed, 
a couple of years ago I had a photograph published in ”Revolutions”, the AWGB newsletter, showing a pair of 
mahogany candlesticks which had self-ignited when the candles placed in them burned down to the un-lined 
wood. With this in mind, I was delighted when John wrote to me on much the same subject; this is what he has to 
say…. 

 

Setting  

Standards 
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A note on health and safety 

In recent months concerns have been raised about the attitude of our members towards health 

and safety, especially during demonstrations but also when teaching. We have been told of in-

stances when members have been seen turning whilst wearing gloves or not wearing any PPE at 

all. When I hear these reports my standard reply is that the demonstrator or tutor, as a member of 

the Register of Professional Turners, will have carried out a risk assessment before commencing 

any operation on the lathe, after all, that is what proper professionals do, isn’t it? 

I have also been told about one or two turners, who are in the RPT, that sell tea light holders with-

out a flame proof barrier between the candle and the wood. The vast majority of turners regard 

this as a dangerous practice, feeling that there should be a safety barrier between wood and wax. I 

draw your attention to paragraph 5 of the General Product Safety Regulations 2005. 

General safety requirement 

5.—(1) No producer shall place a product on the market unless the product is a safe product. 

(2) No producer shall offer or agree to place a product on the market or expose or possess a prod-

uct for placing on the market unless the product is a safe product. 

(3) No producer shall offer or agree to supply a product or expose or possess a product for supply 

unless the product is a safe product. 

(4) No producer shall supply a product unless the product is a safe product. 

As professional turners we should all be adhering to this and other regulations, and I will always 

fight your corner for you but……..in the event that I am ever called to be an expert witness follow-

ing an accident I will state that as a professional turner, but more so as a member of the Register of 

Professional Turners, you are fully aware of your responsibilities to members of the public , which 

include audiences at club demos and to students who come to you for lessons. As a professional 

organisation we should all be promoting safe turning practices especially so when there are stu-

dents or members of the public watching. We cannot expect the standard of safety to increase in 

this country if we do not do our bit to maintain those standards. 

We must always remember that when we are seen  demonstrating or when we hold teaching ses-

sions in our workshops, those less experienced turners will try to emulate us, so it is incumbent on 

us to ensure that our tools are kept sharp and in good condition and our machinery is well main-

tained and is in a safe state to use.  

We try our hardest to compete against the hobby turners who undercut our prices or sell work at 

less than the timber can be brought for, but the best way we can compete is on quality, under the 

quality umbrella we can include the fact that we are adhering to the current regulations of size or 

finish. Or that our materials meet the CITES regulations. It is these points that put us head and 

shoulders above most hobby turners but it is also these points that, when we fall down on them, 

there is a host of turners waiting to point out that we have failed. So please look at your own web-

sites and make sure the products you have for sale are safe and please remember to set a good 

example by working safely. 



The North of England 

Woodworking &  

Power Tool Show...2019 
 

North of England Woodworking Show 
This event was held on the 15th – 17th November at 
Harrogate show ground. 
The event was well represented by many RPT member 
on trade stands. The RPT had its own stand run by 
myself, with help from Richard Kennedy, Andy Pickard 
and Wendy Greenwood. Richard and I demonstrated on 
2 lathes for the 3 days of the show.  

We were surrounded by members of the 
public watching our demonstrations with 
many questions being asked. We had a few 
enquiries about becoming a member of the 
register.  

The stand was full of members work which was admired by 
the attendees with questions asked about how some items 
were made and remarks on the high quality of work and 
the finish on the items. 
The Worshipful Company of Turners attended the show, 
these included the master Andrew Sindall, Christopher 
Scott, Chairman of the Howe 
committee, and Peter 
Gibson. 
  
Philip Greenwood RPT 
Vice Chairman 
01751 417089 

Philip Greenwood 

reports on 

 “The Show” 
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The RPT Stand 



 
 
 

 

Membership of the Register of Professional Turners 

Members are cordially reminded that although they are 

accepted onto the Register of Professional Turners  and as 

such you are given permission to display the Company’s 

badge on your smock, this does not signify membership of  

the Worshipful Company of Turners and you should never 

refer to yourself as being a member of the Company. If you 

wish to become a member of the  Turners Company  

please contact, in the first instance, the Turners Company 

Clerk, Alex Robertson or the Assistant Clerk Rebecca Baker. 

 When mentioning that you are a member of the RPT on 

your website you may wish to state that the RPT is 

supported by the Worshipful Company of Turners of 

London. 

Please do not use the abbreviation of WCT but rather refer 

to the Turner’s Company or write the name in full. The 

Worshipful Company of Turners. 

Register of Professional Turners Annual General Meeting 

Just to remind everyone that the date for the next Annual 

General Meeting is the 24th March 2020. The meeting will be 

held in Skinners Hall, Dowgate, London. All fully paid up members are invited to attend. In the New Year 

we will send out the calling notice and agenda. 

Website information 

I am writing this piece on the 25th November as  a direct result of a phishing scam that imitates our website. I think 

it is important to remind you that we do not hold any personal information about you that is not already in the 

public domain. So we only hold your address and contact details that you supply us to be placed on the website. 

Any other information such as payment details etc are held on a separate computer to the website and is password 

protected. 

In order to keep the website as simple as possible it was built using Wordpress software, all of the safeguards that 

you would expect from a website such as ours are in place but recently the phishing scam took place, apparently 

ours in not the only Wordpress site to be attacked in this way and I very much doubt that we will be the last. 

I would like to remind our members that we will never ask you for any sensitive personal information or to validate 

email addresses or anything else via the internet but if you are unsure of any requests that come in looking to be 

from me or a committee member we are happy for you to give us a call to verify this.  

Please do not be unduly alarmed by this occurrence, unfortunately this is now the way of life. But rest assured that 

we are doing all we can to combat this. 

 

A few words  

from the  

Chairman 
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RPT Membership... 

...the AGM 

...and the Web-Site! 



 
 
 

 

 

 

Retired member status 

I would like to remind members that if you have signed up to become a retired member then you 

should not be turning and selling on a regular basis. The retired member status was introduced to 

enable those turners that have effectively retired from turning to maintain their contacts and 

friendships within the Register of Professional Turners and to allow them to continue to use the letters 

RPT after their name. 

There is a reduced annual fee for this level of membership and it would be unfair on others to pay a 

reduced fee whilst still turning full time. Members that are no longer turning full time or earning a 

living from turning are cordially invited to apply for Retired Member Status by contacting the                 

Chairman. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
From time to time, I’ll be featuring websites, sometimes of our own members and sometimes of other 
woodturners world-wide. In this edition, I’d like to bring the web-site of  Dan Tilden to your attention. 
Dan is based in the town of Ashland, in Oregon, USA, 
where he excels in the turning of some very organic 
forms, often using green timber and exploiting the 
natural, organic changes that can take place during the 
drying process. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Do take a look at the site, it’s a crisp, clean presentation 
that’s easy to navigate….you’ll find it here… 
 

http://www.tildenwoodturning.com/  
 
 

More 

from 

The Chairman 
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Retired Member Status 

Web-sites  

of interest 

http://www.tildenwoodturning.com/


 

 

 
 

 

 

We have two new members to introduce to you, George 
Shapland RPT and Chris Fisher RPT. In this issue we will focus 

on George and here’s his answers to the standar set of 
questions that I send (eventually) to all new members. 

 
On retiring from the Army in 2017, after a 33 year 
career, George returned to his hobby of wood 
turning, studying under the internationally 
renowned master turner, Stuart Mortimer. He 
became a full time turner in 2018 turning 
professional in 2019 with the launch of 
Butterwood specialising in segmented designs in 
both domestic and exotic hardwoods. Accepted 
on to the Register of Professional Turners in 
September 2019.   
(Taken from George’s Linkedin page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. What do you hope to gain by becoming a member of the Register of Professional Turners?  
Membership of the RPT implies a certain standard of work and I find that I am constantly aware that it is 
not just my reputation on the line, but also the credibility of the Register.  That very much focuses my 
mind on the quality of work that I am prepared to let see the light of day and helps me strive for 
improvement. 
 
 B. In what way do you feel the RPT can benefit from your membership?  
These are very early days for me.  That said, after a 33 year career in the Army, I hope I have learned 
something that will allow me to contribute to the RPT as I continue to improve and consolidate my 
knowledge as a turner and perhaps bring a fresh set of eyes.  Longer term, I would like to progress into 
training and mentoring in order to share my passion.                                                         
C. What do you feel has been your finest achievement in the field of woodturning?  
Finding Stuart Mortimer!  I spent my resettlement grant from the army on a course with Stuart in 2017 
and he has continued to support and inspire me ever since.  It was his suggestion that I become a full 
time turner when I failed to find a job I was happy with, and he again who recommended that I apply to 
join the RPT.  As a result, I have never been happier of felt more fulfilled. 
 
D. …and what is your finest achievement outside the field of woodturning? 
Gosh! another difficult question.  Probably winning Task 2 of the UK Hang Gliding National 
Championships in 2007 which proved that ignorance and a bit of luck sometimes work (I took a different 
route to everyone else). 
 
E. What changes, if any, would you like to see in the RPT?  
 
I don’t feel I have been a member long enough to comment, although at first (and second) glance I am 
very happy with what I see. 
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New  

member 

news 

George Shapland RPT 



 
 
 

 

Our other new member is Chris Fisher, who many of us know as 
“The Blind Woodturner” 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A. What do you hope to gain by becoming a member of the Register of Professional Turners?  
For me, it's a huge milestone in my mission to inspire others by demonstrating what is possible if you 
are determined, even if you are blind or have a disability. Becoming a member of the Register of Profes-
sional Turners is a huge honour and also acknowledges my journey as a woodturner and my plans to 
continue to develop and evolve my skills. It’s also a privilege to be in such illustrious company.  
 
B. In what way do you feel the RPT can benefit from your membership?  
I hope that I will be able to inspire other woodturners to always strive to push the boundaries and to 
maintain the high standards that professional craftsmen feel so passionate about, and also to show that 
membership is accessible to other disabled turners wishing to apply.  
 
C. What do you feel has been your finest achievement in the field of woodturning?  
Becoming a woodturner has opened many doors for me and given me experiences that I wouldn’t have 
had if I hadn’t lost my sight. But for the main part, having the support of some leading brands in the in-
dustry is a dream come true for me. Also having spent time with amazing turners such as Nick Agar and 
Phil Irons, I am continually having to pinch myself. I feel very lucky and honoured to be doing what I'm 
doing. 
 
D. …and what is your finest achievement outside the field of woodturning? 
Having a wonderful son, an amazing wife who both support me so much now that I am blind. Four years 
after losing my sight, finally conquering the crippling anxiety that can accompany sight loss and digging 
deep to keep going. You never know what is around the corner and being a blind woodturner is who I 
was meant to be.  
 
E. What changes, if any, would you like to see in the RPT?  
I can’t think of any changes so far. All the other RPTs I have spoken to and met have always been so kind 
and interested in what I am able to do. I am looking forward to learning more from other members and 
developing my skills further.  
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New  

member 

news 

Chris Fisher RPT 



 
 
 

 

Some last minute news that has just come in…. 

 

 

 

 

We’ve just heard from Christopher Scott, the Chairman 

of the Howe Committee, that contributions of work from 

members of the Register of Professional Turners in 

conjunction with various woodturning clubs, helped to 

raise £4,200 at the Turners’ Company stall at this week’s 

Red Cross Christmas Fair at The Guildhall, in the City of 

London. 

I’m sure that I speak for all of us when I say a huge 

“Thank you” to all those who donated pieces of work, so 

generously, and to those who manned the stall at the 

Guildhall. 

The RPT is supported by The Worshipful Company of Turners                      9 

Stop  

press 

£4,200 

 You can a little more information 

about the event here, https://

turnersco.com/turning-success-red-

cross/ on the Worshipful Company 

of Turners’ web-site 

Katie, Jo and Christopher...ready 

to sell, sell, sell! 

https://turnersco.com/turning-success-red-cross/
https://turnersco.com/turning-success-red-cross/
https://turnersco.com/turning-success-red-cross/

